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TAGS: ENRG, PBOR, VS, CB 

SUBJ: GVN/GKR DISPUTE OVER OFFSHORE AREAS: DRILLSHIP DEPARTS 
DISPUTED WATERS 

REF: SAIGON 9520 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFOROZTION SUPPLEMENTING REPORT REFTEL WAS 
OBTAINED FROM PETER GEIPKE, RESIDENT MANAGER OF MOBIL'S 
EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN VIETNAM. HE RECENTLY VISITED 
SINGAPORE TO CHECK INTO STATUS OF DRILLSHIP. 

2. ACCORDING TO GF.LPKF. DRILLSHIP GLOMAR IV, WHICH HAD BEEN 
LOCATED IN BLOCK 30 IN DISPIUED AREA SINCE JULY 4, WAS TOWED 

BY A TUG TO SINGAPORE FOR REPAIR ON OR ABOUT JULY 21 . GLOMAR IV 
HAD BEEN CONTRACTED BY ELF-ERAP TO DRILL TWO HOLES UNDER AN 
OFFSHORE CONCESSION OBTAINED FROM THE KHMER GOVERNMENT. DRILL- 
SHIP WAS DIABLED WHEN ITS ELECTRICAL CONTROL PANEL WAS COM- 
PLETELY DESTROYED BY A FLASH FIRE CAUSED BY A SHORT CIRCUIT. 

GLOMAR IV WILL BE LAID UP FOR REPARIS UNTIL MIDDLE OF AUGUST. MOBIL, 
WHICH HAD HOPED TO START DRILLING WITH THIS RIG IN CONCESSION AREAS 
OFF VIETNAM IN SEPTEMBER, NOW DOES NOT EXPECT TO HAVE USE OF 
GLOMAR IV UNTIL END OF OCTOBER AT THE EARLIEST. 

3. GELPKE STATED THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED NAVAL VESSEL (PRESUMABLY 
VIETNAMESE) CIRCLED DRILLSHIP ABOUT TWO AND A HALF WEEKS AGO. 
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THEN ON JULY 18 ANOTHER NAVAL VESSEL APPROACHED CLOSE TO DRILLSHIP 
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AND IDENTIFIED ITSELF AS BELONGING TO VIETNAMESE NAVY. VESSEL 
CONTACTED DRIFT SHIP BY RADIO AND ASKED FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: WHO 
ARE YOU? WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? DON'T YOU KNOW YOU ARE IN 
VIETNAMESE WATERS? GUN BOAT STAYED IN VICINITY UNTIL FOLLOWING 
MORNING. 

4. COMMENT: APPARENTLY VIETNAMESE NAVY WAS MORE CLOSELY INVOLVED 

WITH DRILLSHIP THAN WE REALIZED WHEN DRAFTING REFTEL. NEXT FEW 
WEEKS, WITH DRILLING RIG LAID UP IN SINGAPORE, MIGHT PROVIDE A 
FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY FOR AN AGREEMENT. WE HAVE SUGGESTED 
DESIRABILITY OF NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO NGUYEN HOAN. WHO IS 
ASSISTANT FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND ALSO A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM BOARD. WE WONDER IF 
THERE IS ANYTHING EMBASSY PHNOM PENH COULD APPROPRIATELY DO TO 
ENCOURAGE A SOLUTION, PERHAPS ALONG LINES OF PARA 2 REFTEL. END 
COMMENT. 

LEHMANN 
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